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A NOTE FROM THE DEPARTMENT HEAD  

OF FINE, PERFORMING AND PRACTICAL ARTS 

Kenneth Hess 

Welcome back!  

Our music education and performing arts 

staff are energized and excited for the 

beginning of what will undoubtedly be a 

stellar year for all our performing arts stu-

dents.  

In the past year I have been pleased to 

see: 

  fifty-four elementary school students 

accepted into county, regional, and 

all-state honor ensembles,  

 the middle school music department 

winning the Esprit de Corps award at 

Music In The Parks for the second 

year in a row, and  

 a brilliant production of a classic Gil-

bert & Sullivan operetta by our high 

school music and drama depart-

ments.  

I would like to commend our outstanding 

faculty for their hard work and guidance 

in preparing our students for all their 

musical and theatrical endeavors.  

This year we welcome Miss Pamela 

Crockett into our faculty. Miss Crock-

ett comes to us from the Albany area 

where she taught elementary and 

middle school vocal music for several 

years. She is an accomplished pianist 

and singer as well. We are excited to 

have her joining the Salt Brook staff as 

a vocal music teacher.  

Also, the performing arts staff will pre-

sent the biennial faculty recital, An 

Autumn Serenade, in the NPHS audito-
rium on Tuesday, October 16 at 7:00 

PM. Mark your calendars – it will be a 

great show!  

As always, I urge everyone to be-

come a member of the Music Boosters 

to show your support for the perform-

ing arts, for your school community, 

and for your children. Let’s work to-

gether and make this another amaz-

ing school year! 

I was pleased to hear last month 
that New Jersey Monthly Maga-
zine named New Providence High 
School as the best High School in 
the state. Of course, those of us parents in New Provi-
dence knew that this was the case all along, no matter 
what the magazine proclaimed, but it was nice to have 
the validation. I’ve been a parent in this district for over 
15 years and have counted myself as extremely lucky to 
have landed in New Providence because of the schools. 

I congratulate the Music and Performing Arts Depart-
ment for all their contributions to making the New 
Providence School District number one, and thank the 
Board of Education and District Administration for 

supporting the arts during 
times of budget crisis.  

A large part of what makes 
the Performing Arts Department so amazing as teach-
ers is that they all are active practitioners of their 
craft. In addition to teaching, many of the faculty are 
also active professional performers. The community 
has a rare opportunity to hear these performers on 
Tuesday, October 16 at the Biennial Faculty Recital. 
Don’t miss this amazing concert – bring friends, family 
and neighbors. All proceeds benefit the Susan Iatesta 
Memorial Music Educators Scholarship Fund.  

See You There! 

Congratulations! 
By Susan Peterson 

President of New Providence Music Boosters 
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Every two years the New Providence 
music staff performs in recital. We 
often have guests perform from other 
teaching departments who have a mu-
sical background as well. Invariably, 
students and parents will remark, 
“Wow! I didn’t realize he sang,” or 
“She plays violin really well…who 
knew?!” Obviously music teachers are 
not the only accomplished musicians 
around; with a little research you can 
find many people who have found 
fame elsewhere who are musicians 
too. 

Several United States presidents were 
talented musicians. John Quincy Ad-
ams played violin, harp, guitar, and 
the flute. Thomas Jefferson played 
violin, cello, and clavichord. A brass 

instrument player, Warren G. Harding 
organized a “Citizen’s Cornet Band.” 
Bill Clinton demonstrated his saxo-
phone skills on the Arsenio Hall Show 
in 1992. Harry Truman was a particu-
larly dedicated musician throughout 
his childhood. He would rise at 5:00 
A.M. and practice piano for two hours 
every day and counted Mozart, Bee-
thoven, and Chopin as inspirations. 

Also notable in the field of politics is 
former Secretary of State, Condoleez-
za Rice, who is an accomplished pia-
nist. Even in the midst of an under-

standably busy schedule she finds 
time to practice regularly. She has 
played Brahms for Queen Elizabeth 
II at Buckingham Palace. Rice was 
also featured in a hysterical episode 
of the TV show, 30 Rock, during 
which she participated in a “play 
off” with Alec Baldwin’s character 
to prove she was the better musi-
cian. 

Speaking of the entertainment in-
dustry, many television and movie 
actors have musical backgrounds as 
well. Clint Eastwood is a jazz pia-
nist; Richard Gere played the trum-
pet and Julia Roberts played the 
oboe in high school; Meryl Streep is 
a violinist. Two performers known 

(Continued on page 5) 

I DIDN’T KNOW YOU WERE A MUSICIAN TOO! 
By Kenneth Hess - Department Head of Fine, Performing and Practical Arts 

I played my clarinet, I set up a 
stand in my room and I was 
good to go.  

The piano was a bit 
less portable, so we 

had to figure out something. My 
first piano was really old and in 
very poor condition, so we put it in 
a side room, kept the door closed 
and that was my space. When my 
parents bought me a beautiful new 
piano, it went right in the middle of 
the family room. This was also 
around the time that my mom went 
from part- time to full-time employ-
ment, which meant that I got home 
from school about two hours before 
she returned from work. This win-
dow became my time and space 
for practicing.  

By this time I was in high school, I 
was taking singing pretty seriously 
and those two hours became pre-
cious to me. You see, singing is 
extremely personal. Your voice is 
your very own living, growing in-
strument that takes time and pa-
tience to learn to control. In short, 

(Continued on page 6) 

What Kids Wish Their Parents Knew About Practicing! 

Welcome back to another year of 
making music in New Providence! It's 
wonderful to work with parents who 
want to help their stu-
dents do their best.  

I'm sure that many of you have read 
articles about building good practice 
habits which are full of lots of good 
advice, but I'd like to take a personal 
approach and write about what 
worked for me and my parents. It's 
sometimes hard to figure out these 
sensitive, artistic brains of theirs, so 
let me help! 

 Set up a regular time to prac-
tice. When I first started taking 
clarinet lessons, my mom made 
my practice sessions count as 
one of my chores. Practicing af-
ter dinner often meant that I got 
out of doing the dishes. I’d actu-
ally hear them whispering “Leave 
her alone, she’s practicing.” My 
brother would then get stuck with 
the dishes! 

 Give them their own physical 
space to practice. This can be 
tricky and it varies depending on 
each child and instrument. When 

By Catherine Flynn 

And the musician is? *Answer on page 5 

Upcoming Events 

2012 

 

October 16 - 7 p.m. 

    An Autumn Serenade  

      6th Biennial Faculty Recital 

November 16 & 17 - 7:30 

p.m. 

    Moon Over Buffalo 

      High School Drama Dept. 

November 28 - 7:30 p.m. 

    NPMS Winter Concert 

December 4 - 7:30 p.m. 

    Allen W. Roberts Winter  

      Concert  

December 5 - 7:30 p.m. 

    Salt Brook Winter Concert 

December 12 - 7:30 p.m. 

    NPHS Holiday Concert 

 

2013 

January 22 & 23 - 7 p.m. 

    NPHS Vocal Recitals 



FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

David M. Miceli, Ed.D. 
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WindSync:  A Special Treat  

for All Grades 

Welcome back to a 

new school year!  It is 

always a pleasure to see 
our students and staff 
return with the enthusi-

asm that a new school year brings.  
Thank you once again for preparing 
your children for another rewarding 

year.   

This year promises to continue the 
excellence in the Music Education 
and Performing Arts Department.  
As our students continue to excel, 
they will have an opportunity to 
demonstrate their talent in many of 

the varied performances over the 

course of the year.   

Our High School Marching Band’s 
theme this year is “Joy.”  Music se-
lections include “Ode to Joy”, “Jesu, 
Joy of Man’s Desiring”, and “Joy to 

the World.”  We look forward to 
their performances this fall, and I 
want to wish them well with their 
upcoming competitions.   

Every two years, the Music Boosters 
host the Faculty Recital fundraiser.  
This student favorite event provides 

Each year, the New Providence Music 

Boosters hosts a special musical 

group to perform in our schools.  The 

goal of these performances is to give 

our students exposure to a broad 

spectrum of music and musical per-

formance.   

This year was no exception.  Students 

in each of our schools saw the very 

talented members of Wind Sync, an 

adventurous wind ensemble perform 

their own brand of magic! 

an opportunity for our performing 
arts staff and other faculty mem-
bers in the district to “show their 

stuff” and model their passion for 

the performing arts.  All proceeds 
from the event will go to a Music 
Boosters Scholarship.  The Faculty 
Recital will be held on October 
16th, 7:00 pm, in the High School 
auditorium. 

We are also looking forward to this 

year’s fall play Moon Over Buffalo 
with performances on November 
16th and 17th.  According to Mr. 
Duke, it is a “backstage comedy 
full of witty dialogue, fast-paced 
action, hilarious sight gags, and 

nonstop chaos and laughs.”  Our 
much anticipated four winter con-
certs are once again scheduled 
during the month of December.  
These concerts will highlight the 
various ensembles from each of 
our four schools. 

This spring, we look ahead to the 
presentation of Beauty and the 
Beast for the high school musical 
theater production on March 15th, 
16th, and 17th.   

I would also like to thank the New 
Providence Education Foundation 
for their support of our Middle 

School and High School Performing 

Arts programs.  This past year, 
they supported a grant to provide 
SmartBoard technology to the de-
partment. 

I would also like to congratulate 
and thank all of our Music Educa-
tion and Performing Arts staff for 

their tireless efforts and contribu-
tions which have benefited our stu-
dents and district.  I also want to 
take this opportunity to thank our 
Board of Education, the Music 
Boosters, parents, and community 

for their ongoing support of our 
programs.   

Please continue to visit our district 
website to access additional infor-
mation and photo galleries from 
the Music Education and Perform-
ing Arts Department.  As we begin 

a new year, I look forward to all of 
the magical performances ahead, 
and wish everyone an exciting and 
fulfilling year. 

 

 

 

 

Guest Artists for the  

2012-2013 School Year 

 

The Music Boosters’ sponsored 

guest performing artists for the 

2012-13 school year are Project 

Trio.  Considered to be passionate 

performers with their high energy 

chamber music comprised of three 

virtuosic composer/performers 

from Brooklyn, NY. They excite 

kids of all ages, blending their 

classical training with an eclectic 

taste in musical styles. 

New Providence Music Boosters 
Executive Board - 2012-13 

 
President  Susan Peterson 

Vice President   Jamie Peterson 

Treasurer  Richard Kaller 

Secretary    Sallie Gotoff 

Membership    Evelyn Agresi 

Market Day   Please Volunteer! 

Editor   Elizabeth Ertman 

Mr. Kenneth Hess, Dept. Head, Fine, Per-

forming and Practical Arts 

Dr. David M. Miceli, Superintendent of 

Schools 
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News from the Middle School & Elementary Band Halls 

We, as music 
teachers, are 
very fortunate to 
have parents of 
music students 
who feel as we 
do: music educa-
tion plays a vital 
role in the devel-
opment of a child 
and it’s the com-
bination of aca-
demic, athletic 
and artistic study 
that makes for a 
rewarding and challenging education.  

Luckily, our school administrators feel the same. 
I’m looking forward to another great year with my 
students and staff, and I wish you all good luck.  

 Gerald Polci  

Hello, everyone!  

September is a time for new beginnings and a 
rejuvenation of the academic, athletic, and 
artistic experiences we share with our students.  

Through the years, I think these shared experi-
ences have been the most gratifying for me as a 
teacher.   

I am beginning my eighteenth year at New 
Providence, and this year will be no different, 
as we experience new music, diligent individual 
effort, focused rehearsals, and the joy of per-
forming.  

All of this happens during the course of our 
school year in the music department, and I’m 
happy to be one of a group of staff members 
dedicated to bringing the very best musical 
educational and social environment to our stu-
dents.  

Practice for Success  
by Donald Baker 
 

The beginning elementary instrumental student is often confront-
ed with a number of new issues once they start an instrument. 
How do I hold the instrument? Where do I practice? How do I 
practice? While this short article can’t cover everything they need 
to know, it hopefully will help them develop practice habits that 
will make them a better player sooner and can help them practice 
better even when they get to high school. 

Have a designated spot to practice. If it’s possible to have a place 
they can go where all of their equipment is already set up, they will 
save some time. Even if it’s just a corner of their bedroom where 
their stand is set up and their case and book are stored, this will 
save them time. 

Find a consistent time to practice each day, every day. Giving 
them a set time to practice will help them establish a schedule. Try 
to keep the schedule as firm as possible and don’t let them rush 
through their routine. The more pressure they feel to get through 
everything or to practice everything quickly, the more likely they 
are to overlook important “fixes” they can do to sound better. 
Twenty minutes a day will make a world of a difference to how 
they sound, and they will see results very quickly. The key is prac-
ticing every day. Leaving gaps of only a day or two will keep them 
from progressing as fast as they otherwise would. 

Encourage them, especially in the beginning. This is sometimes 
difficult in the early stages where what they’re playing may just 
be exercises and not even music you recognize, but it will become 
recognizable soon. If you notice a better sound or less squeaks, 
let them know it sounds better. Have them perform for you and if 
you’re having company, encourage them to give a mini concert. If 

they have other friends that are playing, have them invite 
their friends over for a musical play date. You could also 
have them explain what they are doing on their instru-
ment. Showing you how they put it together, how they 
read the notes, how they hold the instrument, etc. will 
help them think about what they are doing and how to do 
it correctly. 

Enjoy their performances. If you get past the very begin-
ning, the concerts to come will be very enjoyable. Listen-
ing to them perform from their first beginners concert to 
high school is absolutely amazing. I hear it all the time 
going to concerts where students I had in elementary 
school are performing a few short years later, and it is 
stunning how quickly they become successful on their 
instrument. 

The Salt Brook Band in Concert  -  2011-12 School Year 
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Mr. Hess and the Allen W. Roberts Chorus  

the world over for their comedic talent, Steve Martin and the late Madeline Kahn, are also known for their musical 
prowess. In earlier years Martin often used his banjo as part of his stand-up act, but in 2011 his group, Steep Canyon 
Rangers, was named Entertainer of the Year by the International Bluegrass Music Association. Madeline Kahn’s movie 
roles often included a comically musical component, but she also starred in legitimate musicals on Broadway and even 
performed in a production of the Puccini opera, La Boheme, in Washington D.C. 

Finally, see if you guess who is responsible for the following quotes: 

 “Life without playing music is inconceivable for me.” 

 “Imagination is more important than knowledge.” 

 “I know that the most joy in my life has come to me from my violin.” 

 
These words were uttered by one of our greatest scientists, Albert Einstein. In addition to violin he played the piano 
and, not surprisingly, loved to improvise. In fact, he once said that had he not been a scientist, he may have pursued mu-
sic professionally. His wife noted that “music helps him when he is thinking about his theories. He goes to his study, 
comes back, strikes a few chords on the piano, jots something down, returns to his study.” 

Music is not what made these people famous; however, the skill required to progress in musical study may have been a 
contributing factor in their ultimate successes. No matter what career one pursues, musical study develops the focus, 
discipline, and innovation necessary to reach those goals. Keep practicing! 

* The answer to who is the musician? They all are!  Albert Einstein, John Quincy Adams and Meryl Streep are all accomplished musicians! 

I Didn’t Know Your Were a Musician Too (Continued from page 2) 
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it's sometimes very uncomfortable for students to 
work on this often unpredictable instrument when 
there are people around. I've had parents say to me, 
"I don't know why she doesn't practice, there's a piano 
right in the middle of the dining room." and I've had to 
tell them, "Well, that could be the very reason she's 
not practicing." 

Now, I realize that you may not be able to re-arrange 
your entire house around the piano, but make a point 
to bring up this issue with your student. Some kids 
don't mind it, but a lot of them do and might be hesi-
tant to talk about it. Believe me, they will be grateful if 
you showed some sensitivity about this! Offer to make 
a grocery run with the siblings in order to give your 
singer some time alone with their voice once in a 
while.  

 Help them listen to virtuoso musicians. It's 
hard to know what to shoot for if you don't know 
what your instrument is supposed to sound like. 
From time to time, take them to a concert, an 
opera or a show. I love taking my nieces to live 
performances.  (It distinguishes me as the really 
cool aunt!)  Buy some recordings or borrow them 
from the library.  

 Be their champion, not their critic. I thought it 
was odd when my piano and voice teachers sent 
their children to other teachers for lessons. When 
I asked my choir director about it, he said, "I'm her 
dad, not her teacher. I'm supposed to love her 
and encourage her. Being her teacher is a differ-
ent relationship, and I want to be her dad. She 
knows that she can ask for my help if she wants 
it."  Now that his daughter is grown and a musi-

What Kids Wish Their Parents Knew ...(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 8) 

2011-12 New Providence High School Production: 
The Pirates of Penzance 

Hannah Black & Gregory Grimes 

An Empty Stage 

By Mr. Craig Duke 

Every September, as the school year begins and the 
first hint of Fall helps to ease us back into our class-
rooms, I try to take a moment and survey the empty 
stage.  Looking out toward that darkened house, I can 
still hear faint echoes of applause and laughter, and see 
the smiles on the faces of supportive friends and family.  
I stand in the wings and can sometimes recall the scene 
when a former student discovered their passion and 
talent for the very first time.  Or that once-in-a-lifetime 
moment when a performer delivers such a spectacular 
performance that it becomes instant theatre lore, re-
membered and recounted for years to come by every-
one lucky enough to witness it.  All these vivid mo-
ments and personal triumphs come rushing back in an 
instant and help me remember one of my greatest joys 
in being a teacher:  we get a fresh start! 
 
Many of my students can feel saddened at the end of a 
production, not wanting to strike the set, or after the 
final performance, wondering what they’re going to do 
with all their free time.  But I love what I consider the 
promise of an empty stage:  a chance to start again, a 
clean slate, a blank canvas, use what metaphor you will, 
an empty stage is a place waiting to be filled with ideas, 
purpose, energy, laughter, hard work, love, disappoint-
ment, and every piece of ourselves we can give to it.  
And if we’re lucky, and stick around long enough, we 
can sometimes see magic happen there.  It is indeed 
magic to see children grow and learn, to see people 
moved to tears and laughter by a handful of committed 
student actors, using little more than cardboard, stage 
make-up, and the desire to entertain. 
 
As I stand there alone, I sometimes start talking to my-
self (no surprise, I am a Drama teacher!), and then to 
my incoming classes for the year, trying to explain to 
them the incredible power and potential of the stage. 
Trying to get them to understand the great obligation 
we have to give the best performance we can, both for 
our audiences and even more importantly, for our-
selves.  Because when that stage door shuts, the lights 
go out, and the audience goes home, if we haven’t 
touched lives, made a statement, contributed some-
thing to our community and to each other, what have 
we done?  We’ve squandered the opportunity we’ve 
been given and wasted the precious gifts of time and 
talent. 
 
The stage is a truly magical place.  In fact, the stage is 
US.  Good and bad, somber and joyous, timid and bold, 
the stage is a space which allows us all to gather togeth-
er and learn from our failings and cheer for our victo-
ries.  I look forward to the challenges of the coming 
year, the opportunities for our students to use their 
voices, passion, energy, and determination to trans-
form this empty stage into the vibrant place it is meant 
to be, and I hope you’ll be watching when the magic 
happens. 
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The Goodness Inherent in Music  

Ed Fleischman 

During the height of WWII, the British Prime Min-

ister, Sir Winston Churchill, argued for continued 

funding for the arts. The Finance Minister said 

Britain should cut arts funding to support the war 

effort. In his inimitable style Churchill replied 

that if we do not fund orchestras and museums 

“then what are we fighting for?” 

Churchill knew that the war was not just for sur-

vival and to cast off tyranny, but for a whole way 

of life. He understood that England, and indeed 

any country, is not just a population, or an econ-

omy, but a society — a culture.  

Whenever the question is raised as to why we 

should teach music in our schools, I always cite 

this example. In this time of tight budgets it is an 

important question, and one that all music teach-

ers ponder from time to time, as advocacy is part 

of our profession.   

Of course, I could start quoting statistics about 

how music helps students do better in school, 

how students involved in music have higher 

graduation rates, score higher standardized tests 

and have lower instances of bad behaviors, but 

many of you already know that. The Music Edu-

cators National Conference (MENC) website 

(www.menc.org), has loads of advocacy infor-

mation, and I highly recommend it. 

One thing, however, that I feel is not mentioned 

often enough, is that being involved in music is a 

good thing in and of itself. It seems 

that almost daily we are bombarded 

with messages about what is wrong 

with our schools, and our students. 

Yet who could see and hear a high 

school orchestra, band, or chorus - 

students striving together in harmo-

ny, and say that this is not good?   

When I am teaching the Orchestra, 

discussing the fine points of string 

technique or how the form of a com-

position is put together, or see our 

fabulous Marching Band in focused 

musical choreography, or hear our 

chorus summoning music with the 

sound of their voices alone, I see and 

hear all that is right with our stu-

dents — your children — and with 

our country.   

True, there are schools that have no music pro-

gram, and those students learn their core sub-

jects just as well as ours. But I submit that they 

are missing out on an important part of educa-

tion.  That is my response to those who say we 

need more “core subjects,” and that arts educa-

tion is a “frill.”  

Consider the following evidence: the U.S. De-

partment of Education, in its publication “Getting 

Ready for College Early: A Handbook for Parents 

of Students in the Middle and Junior High School 

Years,” U.S. Department of Education, 1997 

clearly states that "many colleges view participa-

tion in the arts and music as a valuable experi-

ence that broadens students understanding and 

appreciation of the world around them.”  It is 

also widely recognized that  “the arts contribute 

significantly to children’s intellectual develop-

ment.” 

Music, and indeed all the arts, teaches us about 

the human condition.  The sublime beauty of Mo-

zart, the struggle and triumph in Beethoven, or 

the truths conveyed in Shakespeare’s Plays, 

teach us about what it is to be human, and what 

it is to be alive on planet Earth. 

I thank the administration of the New Providence 

School district for their continued support of the 

arts, and most of all, I thank all of you who en-

courage your children to be involved in music, 

and to be the outstanding young people that 

they are. 
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Big, Happy Change 

by Mrs. Starr-Talsmat 

If there are children in your house under the age of nine, 
it’s quite possible you may have heard about a change that 
took place for me recently. In March of 2012, I got married!  

For the past thirteen years the children and families of New 
Providence have known me as Miss Starr.  I’ve always loved 
my name. It suits my teaching and performing life so well. 
Many have even accused me of using a “stage name”.   

It’s easy to remember and simple for 3 year olds to say.  It’s 
a sparkly, whimsical name. I guess I never thought I’d 
change it. I mean, I’ve been Jennifer Starr for my entire 
life! 

I surprised myself when I decided to become what I call a 
“hyphen-ator”.  I couldn’t part with Starr, but wanted to be 
a Talsmat. As a result, 
Mrs. Starr-Talsmat 
emerged. So far it 
hasn’t been easy to 
remember or simple 
to say, but this 
change is certainly a 
joyful one.   

Of course, I still an-
swer to Miss Starr. 
Feel free to address 
me as any combina-
tion of my many 
names. I’m looking forward to another great year of music 
in New Providence.  

cian in her own right, they enjoy performing to-
gether.  

 Encourage (but don't push) them to perform 
for you. They'll do it when they are ready. Many 
parents are the last to hear their child perform. I 
often hear comments like "I had no idea they 
could sing like that!" It's not unusual and your 
children aren't trying to exclude you or hurt your 
feelings. It's a compliment, really! Your opinion is 
the one that matters most to them and they want 
you to be proud of them. I find that most of the 
time, once their pieces are performance ready, 
they can't wait to show you their stuff! 

If your children are practicing regularly, great! If not, 
ask them what's keeping them from doing so. Please 
don't hesitate to let us know if there is a problem. 
(We probably already know if they aren't practicing 
anyway.) Sometimes they'll tell us right away, saving 
you some frustration. 

I'm looking forward to hearing wonderful progress this 

year!  

What Kids Wish Their Parents Knew ...(Continued from page 6) 

NOT ONLY SING or PLAY YOUR PART! 

DO YOUR PART! 

Ways to Contribute to New Providence Music 

Boosters: 

Become a member.  Either on the web: 

http://www.register.communitypass.net/

newprovidence 

Or by filling out the membership form at the end 

of this newsletter and returning it with your check 

to your child’s school. 

Volunteer  

Volunteers are always needed.  Some of the jobs 

for which you can volunteer are listed below: 

Ice Cream Social:  Each March the Music 

Boosters hosts a wonderful evening filled with mu-

sical performances by our children and some deli-

cious ice cream afterwards.  Volunteers are always 

needed to scoop ice cream (from ZITA’S!), man 

the ticket table, coordinate and facilitate the event. 

Market Day: Get the word out!  You don’t have 

to cook tonight!  Get a wonderful entrée, sides and 

desserts, shipped fresh to you!  Don’t keep it to 

yourself!  Let your friends 

and neighbors know about 

this wonderful service sponsored by Music Boost-

ers as their ongoing fundraiser throughout the 

year.  You can feel assured using and recommend-

ing Market Day.  Their quality meals provide the 

answer to that constant question on a hectic day:  

What am I going to fix for SUPPER??? 

Programs:  Print, stuff or deliver programs to 

events.  Help out by letting people know the good 

work Music Boosters is doing to enrich our chil-

dren’s thus and thus our community as well. 

There are other volunteer jobs available.  Or may-

be you can think of one yourself! 

See a Board member to get involved! 

http://www.register.communitypass.net/newprovidence
http://www.register.communitypass.net/newprovidence
http://www.marketday.com/
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This year the high school band’s field show is entitled “Joy!”, featuring music constituted from melodic strains of Jesu, Joy 
of Man’s Desiring by J.S. Bach, Joy To The World and The Ode to Joy from Beethoven’s 9th Symphony.  The treatment of 
these melodies is non-traditional and the band will be trying to elicit the audience’s feelings of Joy through their performance 
on the field this fall. 

Rehearsals for the production began on August 19th and performances will include Pioneer football games and 4 competitions 
this fall in the USBands Marching Circuit.  A complete schedule may be found on the marching band page of the district’s web 
site.  We look forward to having you attend one of the band’s performances this fall and appreciate all the support given from 
the school, the Board of Education and the community of New Providence.   

As a special part of our schedule, the band presented its annual Fall Preview on Lieder Field on Saturday, September 29th.  
This “performance” was a clinic for supporters of the Marching Band to gain a more complete understanding of the activity, 
but more specifically, how the show was designed and things to look and listen for in the band’s performance.  Everyone who 
attended had a great time! 

Already the band has put in copious hours of Pre-Season and Band Camp rehearsal time to prepare for what looks to be a 
joyful year of performances on the field this fall!  The Band is led this year by : 

 

Drum Majors:   Samuel Kudman (’13) and Katie Canete (’14).   

 Captains:      Sergeants-At-Arms: 

 Natalie Fagan (’13 - Color Guard)   Adrienne Cirrotti(’14), 

 Alex Agresti (’13 - Drums)    David Colby(’14), 

 Alexandra Esposito (’13 - Woodwinds)  Michael Glendinning (’13) 

 Steven Bronocco(’13 - Brass)   Cailley LaPara (’13)  

       Samantha Squeri (’13) 

Making A Making A JoyfulJoyful  Noise!Noise!  

By Michael Niedziejko 
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Welcome back to school!  I hope everyone has had a 
restful and inspiring summer.  I look forward to 
kicking off yet another great year in Orchestra.   

In this year’s musical message I would like to talk 
about artistic expression.  To me artistic expressions 
are like fruits inspired by the soul and mind.  It’s 
how one can express their thoughts, feelings, emo-
tions, spirit, culture, and identity.   

In my opinion, life without expression can almost 
seem grey, boring and with little meaning. Can you 
imagine yourself walking around your school or 
town without art, poetry, dance, music or theater?  
How would you exist without some sort of creative 
outlet?  It’s actually quite bizarre to imagine isn’t it. 
However, there are many forms in which you can 
artistically express yourself.   

Some people play music, which is obviously my fa-
vorite.  You can play an 
instrument and transcend 
your emotions into music 
for yourself and/or for 
others too.  Take it a step 
further; one can compose 
music and perhaps forever 
capturing a significant 
moment in life.   

Some people choose to express themselves through 
creating art.  They say a picture or a painting is 
worth a thousand words.  The possibilities could be 
endless through a paint brush or even through the 
eye of a camera.  Some people love to dance; some-
time you are able to witness a glimpse of someone’s 
identity on the dance floor and how they freely ex-
press who they are to the world.  Perhaps poetry, a 
few twists and turns of words may do.  

Which one is yours?  Or even better, how can you 
help someone discover theirs?  The world is full of 
beautiful wonders, mystic and opportunities.  What 
is your creative outlet? 

Another great year in  

Orchestra 
By Jose Rodriguez 

What’s your favorite  

instrument?” 
By  Celeste Zazzali 

Here’s a question I get asked often: “What’s your favorite 
instrument?”   As the band director and recorder teacher 
at Allen W. Roberts, I get to play a lot of them!  

It’s a hard question to answer because I like each of the 
instruments for what they are.  The power of the brass, 
the steadiness of the percussion, the versatility of the 
woodwinds.  Even though I don’t teach orchestra I still 
appreciate the sweetness of the strings.  

It’s like asking me what my favorite color is – I don’t have 
one. I like them all individually for what they are, but 
more so I love them when they come together and you 
can see all the colors of the rainbow at once.  

The way I usually answer the question is by saying that 
I’ve spent most of my time playing the oboe. My instru-
mental journey started when I was in the third grade.  

I played the recorder in music class and just loved it! We 
were allowed to sign 
up for string instru-
ments in the third 
grade, so I also 
played the violin for 
the year. In the 
fourth grade, we 
were allowed to sign 
up for the band, so I 

switched to the flute.  

When I was in the sixth grade, my middle school band 
director asked me if I wanted to try the oboe. I didn’t 
even know what the instrument was, but I jumped on the 
opportunity.  

I started taking private lessons on the oboe in the seventh 
grade and it wasn’t long after that I decided that I would 
be a music teacher someday. When I got to college as a 
music education major, I learned how to play all of the 
instruments in methods classes. 

So to really answer the question of my favorite instru-
ment, it’s the same answer as my favorite color. I like 
them all individually, but to me they come to life the 
most when their sounds mingle together.  

As my college choir director always said, “Variety is the 
spice of life.” You can hear the proof every time the maes-
tro cues the orchestra or strikes up the band!  

Happy Practicing!! 

“Music . . . can name the unnamable and 
communicate the unknowable.”  

       
  -Leonard Bernstein 
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as well as develop and nurture my tal-
ent and love for singing.  
 
Emma Bailey (’04) 
The most important things I took away 
from my time in marching band were 
time management and responsibility.  I 
was responsible for my own perfor-
mance in the band, and my actions rep-
resented my school. 
 
Sheela Ramesh (’05) 
I'm now at Yale Law School on a com-
pletely different career path, and I'm 
still reaping the benefits of my per-
forming arts training - yes, in law 
school.  
 
Michael J. Verrusio  (’05) 
At the end of my Junior year at Fair-
field, I became the President of…
Fairfield University Glee Club, with 
whom I performed in Europe, the 
Northeast, and twice at Carnegie Hall. 
 
Alix Kessler (’05) 
The [music] program helped me to find 
my voice and talent and nurtured it…I 
took all of the life lessons I have 
learned and today am a proud and con-
fident nurse at St. Peter's University 
Hospital.  
 
Christopher Lee (’06) 
… participating and performing in the 
arts has really given me a solid work 
ethic…and the confidence to speak and 
comfortably present in front of large 
groups/audiences…  
 
Liz Masucci (’06) 
For me chorus was something different, 
although I did not…go beyond 2nd peri-
od chorus, …it left me with an appreci-
ation for music.  
 
Jackie Kroeger (’06) 
Here are some of the ways my life is 
still directly affected my performing 
arts education: I learned courage and-

(Continued on page 12) 

“One of the best attributes 
about the music program is 
that everyone participates. No 

one rides the bench.” 

Ryan Maxwell (’01) 
Being on stage in front of an audience 
gave me the confidence and diligence 
for my professional career. 
 
John Clinton (‘01) 
Having an interest and/or training in 
music is not just a bullet point on a col-
lege essay - it can quite literally be a 
avenue to opening doors for the rest of 
your life. 
 
Alison (Vidal) Caravano (’03) 
Though it has been nearly 10 years since 
I graduated, I still carry the lessons I 
learned in my high school music classes 
with me every day.   
 
Leza (Kaufman) Bieber (’03) 
The performing arts program taught me 
discipline, rigor and teamwork - all 
skills which I use today, nearly a decade 
after I left NPHS.   
 
Carol Dory Beadle (’03) 
Not only did I make some of my best 
friends through the music department, 
but it also trained me to become a pro-
fessional musician.  
 
Steve Clyde (’03) 
I can go into any meeting or interview 
and talk or present confidently because 
of the things I learned and did as part of 
NPHS' choir program and musical thea-
tre.  
 
Lisa DeRoberts (’04) 
I remember growing up and watching 
the musicals the high school produced 
and thinking, “I can’t wait until that’s 
me!”  When it finally became my turn, I 
thought it was the most amazing thing 
that could ever happen to me.  
 
Caitlin (Galardi) Alongi (’04) 
As a private music instructor for the 
past five years throughout south Florida 
and north Jersey, I have observed the 
arts programs at many different school 
districts…I am constantly reminded of 
how lucky I was to be at NPHS, where 
the arts program is so vibrant.  
 
Michelle Boyer (’04) 
In these [music] groups, I was able to 
express myself artistically through song 

I consider myself incredibly fortu-
nate to teach music in New Provi-
dence and am so very grateful to all 
of the members of our community 
who support arts education here.   
 
With the statewide implementation 
of many new policies and require-
ments, we are going to have to be-
come creative in finding ways for 
students to continue to have access 
to curricular arts courses in our 
schools.  We are already feeling the 
impact of this.   
 
Additionally, I have been hearing 
concerns lately from families who 
are worried that their children’s 
academic potential will be impacted 
negatively by taking too many arts 
classes.  YIKES! 
 
With that in mind, I set out on a 
social networking mission to ask for 
feedback from NP Alumni, who par-
ticipated (many extensively) in our 
arts programs. I asked them to share 
a few sentences on how their partic-
ipation in the arts here has impact-
ed them academically, socially, pro-
fessionally, emotionally, etc. Among 
those represented here are musi-
cians, engineers, lawyers, business-
men and women, health care pro-
fessionals, educators, designers, 
researchers, entrepreneurs, stu-
dents.  
 
I have been completely over-
whelmed and humbled, not only by 
the sheer number of responses (22 
full pages), but also by the passion 
and eloquence they exude.  What 
you see here are miniscule excerpts 
(this was a tough editing job!) from 
those responses.  
 
I will publish responses in their en-
tirety on my website and also in a 
small booklet form. I am deeply 
grateful to the alumni who respond-
ed, and I welcome future responses. 
I would like to start off with what I 
think is my favorite quote (thank 

you, Chris Tutino):   

Connections 

By Susan Kirkland, NPHS Vocal Music 

“Having an interest and/or 
training in music is not just a 
bullet point on a college essay - 
it can quite literally be an ave-
nue to opening doors for the 
rest of your life.” 
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confidence,…what it means to multitask and how to have fun 
while working hard, …to lead and how to follow, and…how to 
be a member of an ensemble.  
 
 Kristen Kumpf (‘07) 
The New Providence music department …also helped me get 
into college. I wrote my college essay on the impact of mu-
sic after growing up in a sports family, and I went on to 
manage Cornell’s radio station… 
 
Rose Filoramo (’07) 
Though my career path is directed more towards the Scienc-
es, the person I am, and the successes I have had were heav-
ily influenced by my involvement in the drama and music 
programs at New Providence High School.  
 
Steve Joachim (’07) 
For me,…I had the opportunity to develop a lifelong skill and 
nurture a passion that got me through the crazy emotional 
part of life that middle/high school was. 
 
Eric Weiss (’07) 
Colleagues who are years my senior… have stared in amaze-
ment as I can make a connection over something so small as 
music, something they have never been able to do.  
 
Christopher Tutino (’07) 
Although a relationship between music and the pharmaceuti-
cal industry may not be obvious, I can assure you that I 

Connections (Continued from page 11) 

learned more life lessons during my time in the music program 
than I am able to write about.  
 
Maureen Baker (’07) 
Among the kindred minds in those (art and music) classrooms…I 
not only felt comfortable, I felt limitless. It was an environment 
that cultivated leadership and self-expression, and taught me the 
importance of both discipline and passion to do what I love.  
 
Lisa Guo (’07) 
My college essay was essentially about how, at the end of a 
stressful day, art and music provided outlets for me and also 
helped me to expand my creativity with words as well as emo-
tion.  
 
Cara Murphy (’07) 
I learned that progress and success comes from diligence and hard 
work.  Practice may not necessarily make perfect, but it will 
challenge you to become the best that you can be.  
 
Hal Galardi (’07) 
My love of music was solidified year after year while taking part 
in this incredible music department, which led me to major in 
Music Industry and Audio Production at college. Anthony Alberti 
(’07) 
The discipline, focus, and teamwork learned in music ensembles 
is similar to sports, but one exception is that everybody plays. 
 
Jeffrey Herrigel (’08) 
I have had to speak at meetings and on conference calls in front 
of people who have been in the business much longer than I have, 

(Continued on page 13) 
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but the confident speaking style and…thorough preparation I learned through choir have helped me greatly. 
 
Veronica Beer (’08) 
The music department in the New Providence school district is special from the elementary schools up. The enthusiasm and 
kindness of the teachers, combined with the attitude of the community to support the arts makes our program exceptional.  
 
Kelly Marchisio (’08) 
The biggest way music has impacted my life is in the leadership skills I have gained as a result…Employers and graduate 
schools love that I have proven leadership capabilities with measurable results.    
 
Claire Mohoney (’08) 
Of all the memories of high school I have, I cherish the moments in choir and on stage the most. The music and drama depart-
ment at NPHS gave me the opportunity to express myself.  
 
Gabriella Chiera (’08) 
The [music] program hones a student’s comprehension of dedication, consistency, and accountability, because they are ex-
pected to practice in order to produce positive results.  
 
Mary Catherine Stoumbos (’09) 
Accompanying the chorus helped me so much with my accompaniment courses and voice lessons with sight singing… I wouldn't 
have gained experience playing with other musicians if not for the high school music department. 
 
Jolie Chan (’09) 
I truly have the great performing arts program and dedicated, compassionate teachers at NPHS to thank for giving me the 
tools to take my work to such an interdisciplinary level and realize that I could foster collaboration, unify communities, and 
bring light to pressing environmental health issues through data-driven music and art.  
 
Johanna Leister (’09) 
The audition process, along with solo recitals really brought me out of my comfort zone, but allowed me to gain confidence in 
front of a crowd… No one [involved in choirs and band] was ever left out, no matter who they were.  
 
Alina Visco (’09) 
I started high school as a shy student who flew under the radar, but I finished high school as the Senior Reflection Speaker at 
graduation, confidently giving a speech in front of a thousand peers and family members.  I absolutely attribute much of this 
drastic change to my participation in the arts at NPHS.  
 
Katharine Langstaff (’10) 
With the support of the music department, I not only grew as a performer, but gained leadership opportunities that allowed 
me to grow as a young adult.  
 
Mike Bale (’10) 
My time in the New Providence music program could not have been better spent…It taught me the skills I needed and allowed 
me to progress as far as I wanted or could.  
 
Emma Peterson (’10) 
I felt such a passion for music that I wanted to continue studying it in college, and in the end make music education my own 
career. 
 
Caitlyn Roper (’10) 
I am heading into my junior year at Fairleigh Dickinson University, and have had a 
job for 2 years now teaching music to children ages 3-7 at my church. 
 
Jenna R Melkowits (‘10) 
 Being in choir made me grow so much into a more confident person. It also 
helped me to be a better leader and a much more sociable person.  
 
Melissa Loria (’10) 
Today, I am a junior at Stevens Institute of Technology, where I still participate in 
choir and have already completed a minor in Music and Technology.  The pro-
grams at New Providence drove me to want to do those things and be where I am 
today.   
 

Connections (Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 

“...it was an environment 

that taught me the im-

portance of both discipline 

and passion to do what I 

loved.” 

 Maureen Baker (‘07) 
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Allyson Hern (’11) 
The teachers I had inspired me to pursue the arts at a higher level of education, and I came to college prepared because of 
the tools I was given.   
 
Allison Boyle (’11) 
The NP music department is what helped me to get involved with music at the school level, state level, and national level…
These experiences have greatly shaped who I am today. Singing allowed me to discover a different side of myself.  
 
Tim Laciano (’11) 
Music doesn't just teach music. Music teaches respect, organization, responsibility, leadership, cooperation, synergy, pa-
tience, confidence, self-motivation, and, perhaps most importantly, pride…I know that I am a better person and a more posi-
tive force in the world because of my participation in the music programs in NP.  
 
Bridget Rauch (’11) 
My participation in the performing arts in High School…taught me the importance of individual work and commitment to the 
group. Even one out of tune note or one out of beat step changes the performance. 
 
Stephanie Tarantino (’11) 
The drama and music department taught me all the necessary elements on being successful in the arts. The teachers not only 
help the students learn but push them to their fullest ability. 
 
Tori Thomas(’12) 
…Choir…helped me become a better and more sociable leader among others and all music kids are friends at college when 
there's no one else to talk to… 
 
Sabrina Badgley (’12) 
The music program did something for me that I never thought would happen - it helped me overcome a fear. Not only did I 
stand on stage in front of a large group of people, but I sang in front of them.  
 
Christiana Gellert ('12) 
The music faculty taught me so many life skills through their dedication and personal investment in me.   My school experi-
ence and my life beyond NP have been so enriched by involvement in the wonderful music program. I’m proud to have been a 
part of NP music. 
 

Connections (Continued from page 13) 
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Initially when I was asked to write an article 
for the Music Boosters annual newsletter, I 
was going to write a brief biography about 
myself.   
 
I then realized that what I wanted to relay 
to you was not just who I am, but why I am 
so excited to become a part of the New 
Providence Music Department and a teacher 
to the wonderful young musicians of this dis-
trict. 
 
But first a little history… 
 
I never realized that my musical upbringing 
was different from my peers.  Music and art 
were household trades in my family.  I 
began studying piano at the age of 3 sit-
ting on my mother's lap.   
 
Once in grade school, I joined every in-
strumental and vocal ensemble.  As I 
grew older, I gained a particular fond-
ness towards choral studies and music 
theory.  
 
I attended a weekend preparatory program 
at Mannes School of Music and a summer 
program at the Performing Arts Institute.  I 
guess you could say I was hooked on music. 
 
I continued my studies in music as I transi-
tioned into an undergraduate student at 
SUNY Albany with concentrated major in Mu-

sic Theory.  

During my junior year, I began revisiting the 
idea of going into music education.  To truly 
make sure this was the career shift I want-
ed, I started volunteering to accompany lo-

cal school district's choral rehearsals.   

From the first time I stepped into the class-
room, I knew I was home.  I completed my 
degree in 2007 and then immediately began 
the Certificate of Advanced Study in Music 
Education vocal tract program at the College 
of Saint Rose.  Here I had the privilege of 
studying and performing with Steinway pia-

nist Dr. Young Kim.   

 

After attaining my New York certification in 
2009 I filled two long-term substitute positions 
in Guilderland CSD (2009-2010) and taught 6-8 
General Music, 6th grade chorus/vocal lessons, 
and Drama Club at Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk 

Middle School (2010-2012).   

I also kept a studio of private piano students, 
accompanied ensembles/soloists, coordinated 
the music theory program for the Summer 
Youth Music camp, and sang with Albany Pro 

Music.   

This brings me to date and to the title of this 

article: Love at First Website.  

I had caught wind of the job opening in 
New Providence.  Instantly I opened my 
web browser and began to peruse the 
site.  As I scanned through the photos 
of Pirates of Penzance, the faculty re-
cital, instrument trial day, the assort-
ment of festivals, and yes, the Music 
Boosters webpage, I knew I had fallen 

for New Providence.   

I became increasingly excited to apply for the 
position.  It was clear that music is not just ap-
preciated here in New Providence; it is loved, 
supported, and enriched by the community.  
Furthermore, the educators are passionate 
about their musicianship and their roles as a 

teacher.   

This makes a very happy home for a self pro-
claimed music addict such as myself.  I am hum-
bled by the opportunity to work along side such 
excellent teachers in such an esteemed pro-
gram.  I look forward to meeting you all at the 

fundraiser recital this fall. 

New Providence:  Love at First Website 
By Pamela Crockett 

Meet NPSD’s 

Newest Faculty 

Member:   

Pamela  

Crockett 
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New Providence Department of Music Education 

and Performing Arts  

 

Mission Statement 

he mission of the New Providence Music Education and Performing Arts Depart-

ment is to create and maintain a learning environment that provides the high-

est order of education in all aspects of the performing arts supported by the 

school district.  

 

We, as a department, firmly believe in the holistic development of each child and 

affirm that arts education is an integral part of each child’s education.  

 

Performing arts education provides a creative, yet structured, outlet for stu-

dents to express themselves and encourages cultural and artistic awareness.  

 

Through performing arts education, students learn not only basic concepts 

and techniques of performance art forms, but participate in a lifelong enrichment 

activity promoting collaboration, problem solving, coordination of various levels of 

higher-level thinking and the pursuit and appreciation of beauty. 

 

It is the aim of the department that EVERY student participating in the perform-

ing arts program will benefit in some way because:   

 

 Performing Arts are FUN and for EVERY-

ONE  

 Performing Arts help to mold lifelong 

basic skills  

 Performing Arts encourage and build 

commitment and dedication  

 Performing Arts improve quality of 

character  

 Performing Arts encourage and develop 

critical thinking skills  

 Cultural awareness and study is critical 

to our existence in an ever-changing 

global community  

 Beauty is critical to society 
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Support Music in Our Schools—Join the New Providence Music Boosters 

Music Boosters is an organization comprised of parents and friends whose purpose is to support the New Provi-
dence School District Music and Performing Arts Department.  Every child in the school system, grades Pre-K-12, 
benefits from the activities of the New Providence Music Boosters. Your contributions, through membership, do-
nations, fundraisers such as purchasing meals through Market Day and attending the Ice Cream Social, Biennial 
Faculty Recital and other sponsored events, allow us to supplement the New Providence School District’s Music 
Department’s budget. 
 
In this time of unprecedented budget cuts, we anticipate the NPSD’s Music and Performing Arts Department will 
rely on Music Boosters more than ever. Your membership in Music Boosters is a testament to your commitment to 
keeping music and the performing arts in our curriculum.  Music Boosters funds have provided equipment, furnish-
ings and enrichment programs for elementary through high school and have funded six scholarships for graduating 
seniors, including the Susan Iatesta Memorial Scholarship for Music Education.  
 
All of this and more were made possible as a result of the efforts and support of the New Providence Music Boost-
ers membership. You too, can become a part of this worthwhile organization at a cost of $20.00 per family.  2012
-13 members to date are listed on the reverse side of this form—we thank all of you for your support. We particu-
larly want to thank those families who made donations in addition to the membership.  We invite you to join Mu-
sic Boosters for 2012-13 by using the form below or online through Community Pass. Thank you.  
 
Susan Peterson, President; Jamie Peterson, Vice President; Richard Kaller, Treasurer; Barbara Friedman, Secre-
tary; Evelyn Agresti, Membership; Stephanie Hern, Market Day Chair; and Mr. Ken Hess, Department Head of 
Fine, Performing, and Practical Arts  
 
Register online at be https://register.communitypass.net/newprovidence OR please complete the form below and 
return it with your check made payable to: New Providence Music Boosters, c/o Evelyn Agresti, 12 Hedden 
Place, New Providence, N.J.  07974, or return it to the New Providence High School office. 

YES! I/We want to join the NP Music Boosters!  
$20.00 Family Membership — 2012-13 year 

Additional contributions are gratefully accepted! 

 
Name(s):__________________________________________________ 
(as you would like them listed in Music Boosters communications) 
 

Street Address:_____________________________________________ 
 
Telephone #:___________________  
 
E-Mail Address (for event notices) _______________________________ 
 
Child’s Name:________________School_________________Grade_______ 
 
Child’s Name:________________School_________________Grade_______ 
 
Child’s Name:________________School_________________Grade_______ 
 
      2012-13 Membership                   $20.00 
 
      Additional Donation        __________ 
      
 Total          __________ 
 
 
 
I’d like to volunteer for:   ____ Concert Usher ____ Ice Cream Social ____ Music Booster Clothing Sales 
 
   ____  Programs  ____ Market Day   ____ Other 
 
Contact me at________________________________ 

https://register.communitypass.net/newprovidence

